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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SHEPTON  MALLET 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEaLTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31  ST  DECEMBER.  1  962 

-.caTvjrosp  -casan Anrj  *^rJumsasojau> 


Tel:  (Office)  Shepton  Mallet  2237 

'  ♦  • 

(Residence)  Wells,  2643  • 


Area  Health  Office 
U.D.C.  Offices 
Market  Square 

Shepton  Mallet 
Somerset 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 

District  for  1962, 

This  report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Public 
Health  Officers  Regulations  (1959)  and  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1 / 63 
of  30th  January,  1963. 

These  define  the  scope  of  the  Annual  Report  and  allow 
the  Medical  Officer  to  comment  on  any  matter  which  he  considers  desirable 
in  the  interests  of  the  Health  of  the  District,  In  addition  this  year, 
a  table  is  included  showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  and  inoculations 
carried  out  in  the  District  during  1962. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  there  was  some  public 
alarm  over  the  importation  into  this  country  of  smallpox  cases  from  Karachi, 
particularly  into  South  Wales.  No  cases  occurred  locally  and  mass 
vaccination  sessions  were  not  initiated  but  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
bring  up  to  date  the  smallpox  vaccination  state  of  those  at  risk  such  as 
doctors,  nurses,  public  health  staff  and  ambulance  drivers  and  to  encourage 
the  primary  vaccination  of  infants  and  children. 

Prom  the  vital  statistics,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  birth 
and  total  deaths  rates  were  not  as  favourable  as  the  national  averages,  but 
there  was  an  improved  Infant  Mortality  Rate  and  no  maternal  mortality. 

On  the  environmental  side,  progress  was  made  with 
housing,  and  individual  slum  clearance  orders,  whilst  at  Kilver  Street  a 
Slum  Clearance  Area  of  10  houses  was  successfully  represented. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  other  Officers 
of  4the  Council  particularly  to  the  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  his  continued  support.  We  welcome  .Mr.  R.E.  Blinkhorn,  who  took  up 
the  new  post  of  Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.E.  CLARE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (in  acres) 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year  1 962) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  • • • 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


•  *  • 


CO# 


•  •  • 


♦  *  * 


•  CO 


•  t  • 


2,278 

...  5,570  ; 

...  1,754 

...  £72,720 

£293.3.7. 


•  •  • 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1962 

(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available) 


BIRTHS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

52 

31 

83 

Illegitimate 

1 

_3 

_4 

TOTALS 

53 

34 

87 

S.M.U.D.C. 
Recorded  Corrected 


Rate  per  1,000  population 


15.6 


(Area  Births  Comparability  Factor  1,02). 


ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 
^per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate  - 

Illegitimate 

TOTALS  ~ 

Rate  per  1,000  live  &  still  births. 


4.6 


mi 


TOTAL  LIVE  & 
STILL  BIRTHS 


53  34 


87 


DEATHS 


TOTAL  DEATHS 


82 


(all  ages)  41  41 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14.7 

(Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor  O.83). 

INFANT  DEATHS 
under  1  year) 

Legitimate  1-1 

Illegitimate  j- 

TOTALS  1  ~  1 


15.8 


12.2 


Somerset  England 


&  Wales 
(Provisional) 


8,700  840,557 

17.33  18.0 

(Corrected) 


5.03 


6.6 


153 

17.28 


15,480 

18.1 


8,853  856,037 


10.77 

(Corrected) 


11.9 


151 


17,978 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  births  ...  ... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  ' 
legitimate  live  births  . » . 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  HATES 
(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ...  ... 

EARLY  NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  HATE 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ...  ... 

PERINAT/iL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(Still  births  &  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  live  &  still  births 


S.M.U.D.C. 
Recorded  Corrected 

Somerset 

5.K-rr-*y.  ncxn 

England 
&  Wales 
(Provisional) 

11.5 

»  ►  .  •% 

17.36 

21  .4 

1-2.05 

16.95 

~ 

25.11 

11.5 

13.22 

15.1 

- 

11.26 

28.13 

30.8 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . . . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  &  still  births 


3  300 

0.34  0.35 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(As  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  1 962 ) 


•  C  ♦ 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm, .breast  ... 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
D i ab  etes  ...  ...  .  •  •  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  diseases 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 


*  o  • 


•  *  • 


•  •  0 


«  ♦  ♦ 


•  I  • 


•  » 

•  o 

•  * 

•  6 

•  * 

Q  9 

+  ft 

O  * 


•  I 

s 


* 


0 


o 


Male 

1 

2 

4 

11 

8 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Female 


1 

3 

1 

4 
4 

1 

16 

1 

3 

1 


6 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Measles  ...  • • .  • » . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Tuberculosis:-  Respiratory 

Other 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 


• «  • 


r 

o 

2 

2 

2 

1 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 


.  47)  AND  -AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951 

cmc-'i-caiig::  -r-r:e«..jrx  rmss  xr-~r.  vr-TTur  i.  jmtx  vc-xav  ~ ■  r'ma.temiM.-  r- r-jnr-rxjcrra 


No  cases  occurred  requiring  action  under  the  provision  of  these 
Acts,  but  regular  visits  were,  made  to  elderly  persons  living  in 
borderline  conditions. 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING-  NOTIFICATIONS 
There  were  no  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  during  the  year* 


i  * 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL STATISTICS^ FOR  1 962 

Although  as  a  general  rule  the  figures  are  too  small  for  much 
significance  to  be  attached  to  them,  nevertheless  certain  broad 
statements  can  be  made. 


Population 

The  Registrar-General ’ s  estimate  for  mid-year  1 962  showed  an  increase 
of  20  in  the  population  and  births  exceeded  deaths  by  5« 

Births 

There  was  an  increase  of  5  in  the  total  of  live  births  for  the  year 
over  the  figure  for  1 9^1  and  the  birth  rate  rose  accordingly.  Hov/ever, 
even  when  adjusted  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Area  Births  Comparability 
Factor,  which  makes  approximate  allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the 
District’s  population  varies  in  age  and  sex  distribution  from  that  of 
England  &  bales,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rate  again  falls  below  the 
rates  for  Somerset  and  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Stillbirths 

Fortunately  there  were  none  this  year. 

Deaths 

Deaths  showed  a  small  increase  with  a  corresponding  rise  in  the 
Recorded  Death  Rate  but  when  this  is  adjusted  by  the  Registrar-General’s 
Deaths  Gomparability  Factor  it  is  only  slightly  higher  than  the  National 
figure . 

Infant  Mortality 

n — — i — 1 i  i — r  »  i  r  nr  inn  i  i  ■  ri 

"W it h  only  one  infant  death,  the  Infant  Mortality  and  Neo-natal 
Mortality  rates  were  noticeably  less  than  that  of  Somerset  or  England 
and  Wales,  whilst  the  Early  Neo-natal  and  Perinatal  Mortality  rates 
were  nil. 


Maternal  Mortality 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  no  women  of  the  District 
died  as  a  result  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 


Causes  of  De ath  in_  J Jj>6 2 

Diseases  of  the_H_eart  and  Circulatory  System  were  again  the  greatest 
killers  in  the  District  and  their  total  number  rose  to  8  more  than  in 
the  previous  year.  Of  these.  Heart  Diseases  other  than  Coronary  Disease 
or  Hypertensive  Heart  Disease  took  leading  place  with  22  deaths,  followed 
by  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  (15)  and  Coronary  Disease  (12). 


Cancer  -  deaths  from  this  cause  fell  to  11,  and  with  regard  to  sites 
of  cancer  it  will  be  seen  that  2  were  lung,  1  stomach  and  1  breast. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  cancers  accounted  for  7  deaths. 


Diseases  -  again  came  third  in  the  order  of  causes  of 
death,  with  9  deaths  as  against  8  in  the  previous  year  -  most  of  these 
were  due  to  Chronic  Bronchitis  (9)* 
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Notifiable^  Disease^  - 

The  total  number  of  these  was  only  a  fifth  of  those  in  1 961 , 
mainly  due  to  a  much  smaller  incidence  of  measles  0  However,  2 
new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  showing  that 
this  is  far  from  being  a  "disease  of  the  past",  and  the  need  of 
the  community  to  make  full  use  of  mass  radiography  services  when 
they  visit  the  town. 


VACCINATIONS  AN D  INOCULATIONS 

(Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
DjPjmiEHIA  IMMUNISATION 

(1)  Primary  Courses..  Number  of  children  in  the  District  who  completed  a  full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  in  year  ended  31 . 1 2,62. 

Children  born  in  the  years 

1962  1961  I960  1959  1958  1953-57  1948-52  Total 

1 7  46  5  -  1  11  3  8 3 

( 2 )  Reinforcing  Injections 

Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections  in  year  ended  31*12.62. 

7  2  79  15  103 


TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 

Til  "Primary  Courses.  Number  of  children  in  District  who  completed  a  full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  in  year  ended  31*12*62. 


(2)  Reinforcing  Injections. 

'  «c:---C---xa*rtf^g-TT.cr-  =r&Sf.wi.^tr-^rrr  rrr*-.^rr=c- 

ended  31 .12*62. 


1 7  45  4  -  1  11  3  81 

Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections  in  year 

3  2  29  1  35 


WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

^r^zujcr.i  u  g-. am -  jc u.  Biwcii1-*:  —  -■■Bi.  j,v£R.-cBTtr-'r  iva  ■r-xcra 

Number  of  children  in  District  who  completed  a  primary  course  of  Pertussis 
vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  in  year  ended  31.12.62. 

17  46  4  -  1  1  69 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

(l7~ Primary  Courses,  Number  of  persons  in  District  who  received  a  course  of 

'  '  c=cxs.*i5a:  ‘.p;  f  ucr.  .r.r  mt  rac-r  *  .  . 

primary  vaccination  (2  injections  or  3  doses  of  Oral  Vaccine  during  year  1 962) 


Children  born 
1962 


Salk 

3 


Oral 


(2)  Reinforcements 


Children  born 

1 943-61 

Salk  Oral 

3I2"  "YT 

1962 


Young  persons  born 

_  I933-42 

Salk  Oral 

-cir.-'  r.g  .  .csr=t **«3*»ta=r«Rr3! 

2  1 


Persons  under  40  yrs 
Sz  Priority  Groups 

Salk  Oral  ^ 

13  6 


Number  of  persons 
(all  groups)  who 
rec’d  a  third 
reinforcing  in¬ 
jection. 


Number  of  children 
of  5  yrsobut  under 
12  yrs,  v/ho  rec’d 
a  fourth  reinforc¬ 
ing  injection. 


Number  of  persons 
(all  groups)  who 
rec’d  a  reinforc¬ 
ing  dose  of  Oral 
vaccine  following 


Number  of  children 
of  5  yrs. but  under 
12  yrs. who  rec’d  a 
dose  of  Oral  vacc* 
after  three  Salk 


121 

•g  -in-*  ~.Tr  jc_— _i'«cc8m~ .  ^t.v.ar^cgii 

36 

irrsarx.  K--v.TCtrxMZsizs--  ^t=sa 

30 

- - v  w  - u  ^ 

38 

SMALLPOX 

VACCINATION 

Number  of 

'  persons 

vac 

cinated  (or  re- 

vaccinated)  in 

the  District  in  year 

1 962. 

Under  1 

yr.  1 

yr. 

2  to  . 

4  yrs. 

5  to 

14  yrs. 

1  5  yrs .&  over 

Total 

. “  P""™ 

R  P 

~R 

P . 

'  R  '  ~  ' 

P 

. . IT 

P  R 

P 

R 

47 

5 

— 

To 

.■eucjr  tr  -XMBS&-  ■  ■  t 

"  7 " 
gr  rf  —yac-seMf*  i»jr~-Tv 

"55 

99 

76  258 

193 

g-.-fV.  f.n. 

364 

P 

R 


Primary  Vaccination 
Re-vaccination 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1962. 

During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a  qualified 
Officer  as  Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Mr.Blinkhorn 
was  appointed  in  July  1962  in  place  of  Mr oBlackmore .  Basically  this  was 
a  replacement  but  Mr.Blinkhorn  was  able  to  carry  out  duties  which  can  only 
be  performed  by  a  qualified  Officer.  Mrs . Dodsworth  the  clerk/typist  re¬ 
signed  from  the  Council’s  employment  to  take  up  a  similar  appointment 
with  the  '/Yells  City  Council  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  in  August  1962 
by  Miss  M. Borland.  These  changes  resulted  in  some  administrative  diff¬ 
iculties  particularly  with  regard  to  the  keeping  of  necessary  records. 

There  occurred  a  quickening  in  pace  with  regard  to  slum  clearance 
and  redevelopment  and  in  addition  important  Public  Health  work  which  had 
been,  by  force  of  circumstances,  rather  neglected  in  the  past  were  now 
being  paid  greater  attention.  As  technical  work  increases  so,  inevitably, 
is  more  clerical  work  required  and  while  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
resolve  these  difficulties  there  is  undoubtedly  a  need  for  further 
clerical  assistance.  The  stores  register  is  becoming  increasingly  im¬ 
portant  if  the  maintenance  of  houses  by  direct  labour  is  to  be  contin¬ 
ued  and  particularly  if  the  number  of  houses  increases  as  envisaged.  It 
is  probable  that  the  provision  of  a  central  depot  will  materialise  in  the 
forseeable  future  and,  when  this  does  come  into  operation,  it  will  be 
pert inant  to  consider  the  appointment  of  a  stores/wages  clerk. 

No  reference  is  made  here  to  the  various  sections  of  the  work  of 
the  department  since  these  are  reported  on  more  fully  under  the  appropriate 
headings  of  my  report . 


7 .  WATER  SUPPLY 


There  were  no  changes  in  the  supply  position  during  the  year.  The 
public  supply-  is  operated  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  and  no  restric¬ 
tions  on  use  were  imposed  during  the  year.  The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumb o- 
solvent  action.  Two  samples  from  public  supplies  were  submitted  for  qualiti- 
tive  examination  during  the  year  and  both  proved  satisfactory. 

The  distribution  of  water  supplies  in  the  district  is,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  as  follows 

I 

(a)  Mains  supplies  direct  to  houses  1,718  Populations 5 >466 

(b)  Mains  supplies  by  stand  pipes s  28  Populations  80 

(c)  Houses  supplied  by  wells  or  springs s  8  Populations  24 

8.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Most  of  the  premises  in  the  Urban  District  are  connected  to  the 
public  sewers  discharging  to  treatment  works  at  Darshill,  but  approximately 
70  properties  in  outlying  parts  of  the  area  are  not  connected  to  the  main 
drainage  syst.em. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  additional  biological  filters  was 
started  during  'the  year.  When  completed  this  will  result  in  an  increase 
in  capacity  of  5 0?b  added  to  which  it  will  be  possible  to  operate  alter¬ 
nating  double  filtration,  recirculation  or  gravity  filtration  as  occasion 
demands.  As  I  indicated  in  my  report  for  1961  the  practise  of  diluting 
crude  influent  with  river  water  has  shown  little  improvement  in  the  final 
effluent  and  it  was  decided  to  attempt  double  filtration  in  advance  of  the 
completion  of  the  added  filter  beds  referred  to  above.  Two  principal  factors 
were  involved,  namely,  the  gross  overloading  of  each  filter  unit  in  turn 
and  the  operation  of  pumping  which,  under  existing  circumstances ,  hah  to  be 
controlled  manually.  The  results  of  analysis  showed  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  final  effluent  and  it  seems  evident  that  when  the  extensions  are 
completed  and  provided  that  the  volume  and  strength  of  sewage  remains 
unchanged  it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  a  completely  satisfactory  effluent. 

The  river  downstream  of  the  outfall  has  been  inspected  at  frequent  inter¬ 
vals  and  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  fungoid  growth  nor  has  there  been 
any  odour. 
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8,  Sewage  Disposal  Cont 


Sludge  drying  and  disposal  have  again  presented  some  difficulties  main¬ 
ly  because  of  the  wet  season  but ,  while  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
utilise  temporary  drying  areas 9  it  seems  inevitable  that  additional 
permenant  drying  bays  will  be  required,  Man  power  is  wasted  when  sludge 
has  to  be  removed  in  a  wet  state  from  drying  bays  and  transported  else¬ 
where  on  the  site  to  be  again  removed  when  it  has  finally  dried. 

Forty  eight  samples  of  sewage  were  taken  during  the  year  as 

follows  s- 


Trade 

Effluent 

12 

Crude 

Sewage 

12 

Final 

Effluent 

24 

The  last  sample  of  final  effluent  taken  when  operating  sin¬ 
gle  filtration  showed  a  suspended  solid  content  of  33  p.p.m.  and  a  5  - 
day  B.OoD.  of  59  p.p.m.  The  last  sample  taken  when  operating  alter¬ 
nating  double  filtration  resulted  in  figures  of  24  p.p.m,  and  13  p.p.m. 
respectively. 

9.  CLOSET  A 0  C OIvllvi ODAT I  ON 

The  estimated  total  number  of  water  closets  in  the  district  on 
the  31st  December  1962  was  1950  and  although  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
carry  out  a  factual  survey  there  are  approximately  10  pail  closets  in  the 
district . 

10.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  has  been  maintained 
and  this  has  only  been  made  possible  with  the  same  number  of  operatives 
by  the  purchase  early  in  the  year  of  a  modern  fore-and-aft  tipping  refuse 
collection  vehicle  fitted  with  compressor  plate.  The  daily  number  of 
journeys  to  tip  have  been  reduced  from  4  to  3?  dust  nuisance  has  been  re¬ 
duced  considerably  by  rear  loading  which  has  also  increased  the  safety  factor 
and  a  low  loading  line  has  reduced  effort.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Windsor  Hill  quarry  but  the  difficulty  of  making 
a  v/ell-consolidated  tip  is  still  very  apparent  due  to  the  large  quantities 
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10.  Public  Cleansing  cont . . 


of  packaging  material  such  as  cellophane,  plastic  etc.  which  is  now 
collected  together  with  which  there  is  an  ever  decreasing  quantity  of 
suitable  covering  material.  The  latter  is  of  course,  due  to  (a)  in¬ 
creased  use  of  gas  and  electricity  for  heating  and  (b)  more  efficient 
solid  fuel  burning  appliances.  The  stock  piling  of  covering  material 
entails  the  increased  use  of  available  mechanical  plant. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  continued  throughout  the  year 
but  its  separation  and  baling  as  salvage  as  a  distinct  operation  was 
practically  discontinued  because  of  the  very  small  quota  which  the 
pulp  mills  would  accept.  The  labour  required  in  the  special  sorting 
and  baling  involved  for  such  a  small  return  was  not  considered  to  be 
economical.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  modified  system  was 
adopted  which,  while  reducing  the  cost  of  collection  will,  it  is  hoped, 
produce  an  adequate  quantity  of  salvage  for  sale,  that  is,  to  the  total 
quantity  which  the  mills  will  accept. 

Street  sweeping  throughout  the  District  cannot  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory  but  the  Council  are  considering  the  purchase  of  mechanical 
sweeping  equipment. 

1 1 .  CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  none  in  the  District. 

12.  SWIM11NG  BATHS  &  POOL 

There  is  one  public  swimming  pool  at  Eastfield  in  the  Urban 
District  owned  by  the  Council.  The  water  is  continually  circulated, 
filtered  and  chlorinated  and  its  temperature  is  maintained  at  about 
70°p.  The  type  of  purification  plant  is  the  Horseley  Piggott  with  a 
Wallace  &  Tiernan  Automatic  Chlorinator.  The  turnover  period  is  es¬ 
timated  to  be  approximately  12  hours  the  pool  being  filled  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  season  from  the  mains  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 
During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  pool  to  the  public  be¬ 
cause  of  gross  discolouration  of  the  water  which  upon  examination 
proved  to  be  due  to  a  reduction  of  the  pH  value  and  as  soon  as  this 
was  corrected  the  normal  colourless  and  bright  appearance  of  the  water 
wras  restored. 
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Swimming  Baths  &  Pool  cont . 

The  daily  number  of  bathers  fluctuates  considerably  mainly 
by  reason  of  climatic  conditions;  the  estimated  maximum  daily  load 
is  400  persons  including  a  large  proportion  of  children,  but  the 
average  daily  use  is  about  130.  Residual  .chlorine  and  pH  samples 
are  taken  twice  daily. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  pool  in  the  District. 

13.  HOUSING 

(a)  Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  District . . . 1 754 

Number  of  dwellings  owned  by  Local  Authority .  45 ^ 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  Council  owned  houses  is  carried  out 
by  direct  labour.  With  the  increasing  age  of  these  properties  and  the 
likelihood  of  a  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  new  dwellings,  additional 
maintenance  staff  may  well  be  required  in  about  two  years  time. 

(b)  Unfit  properties.  During  the  year  a  review  of  the  list 
of  unfit  properties  in  the  district  v/as  carried  out.  The  amended  list 
showed  that  the  estimated  number  of  such  properties  wras  214  which  were 
to  be  dealt  writh  within  the  next  ten  years.  It  was  decided  that  as  far 
as  possible,  each  locality  of  the  town  would  be  dealt  with  in  turn  so  as 
to  reduce  the  effect  of  isolated  pockets  of  demolished  or  semi-derelict 
properties  scattered  throughout  the  District.  A  start  was  made  in  the 
older  part  of  the  town  containing  some  1  50  unfit  properties  which  are  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  next  five-year  programme.  It  is  inevitable  that 
instances  of  individual  properties  outside  this  area  will  require  to  be 
dealt  with  as  a  result  of  complaint. 

Number  of  houses  included  in  clearance  area  (Order  still  to  be  made)  10 


Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  represented  . . .  5 

Undertakings  not  to  re-let  entered  into  . .  2 

Schemes  for  repair  accepted . . . . . .  3 


(c)  New  Buildings. 

(l)  Houses  erected  during  the  year 


Local  Authorities  .  7 

Private  enterprise  ......  35 

Gained  from  conversion 
to  flats  .  4 
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Housing  conto 


(2)  Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  year  end 

Local  Authority  .  .. .  12 

Private  Enterprise  . .  17 

(3)  Number  of  houses  erected  from  1.4.45  to  31 .12.62 


Local  Authorities  .  332 

.Private  Enterprise  . .  121 


(d)  Redevelopment.-  The  decision  was  made  during  the  year  to  re¬ 
develop  a  part  of  Cowl  Street  and  Draycott  by  the  erection  of  approximately 
144  flats  and  a  survey  of  existing  properties  was  made  principally  to  es¬ 
tablish  ownerships,  the  policy  of  the  Council  being  to  acquire  all  property 
involved  by  agreement.  The  scheme  was  discussed  fully  with  Ministry  Officials 
who  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  proposal  in  principal  and  several 
large  contracting  firms  were  invited  to  submit  draft  layouts.  The  Council 
agreed  that,  in  order  to  expedite  building,  the  scheme  should  be  regarded 
as  one  contract,  its  implementation  being  phased  to  accommodate  occupiers 
to  be  displaced  by  the  redevelopment.  This  development  together  with  the 
completion  of’ the  Ridgeway  Estate  will  satisfy  requirements  for  re-housing 
from  slum  clearance  areas  included  in  the • five-year  programme. 

r 

14.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  applications  received  for  both  Standard  and  Dis- 
jcre.ti.onary  Grants  has  again  been  very  small.  While  the  national  response 
to  this  facility  has  apparently  been  below  expectations  it  must  be  realised 
that  Shepton  Mallet  contains  a  relatively  large  number  of  very  old  dwell¬ 
ings  many  of  which  are  regarded  as  being  unfit  and  the  mere  provision  of 
standard  amenities  will  not  make  them  fit.  The  large  majority  of  houses 
which  can  be  regarded  as  fit,  or  reasonably  fit,  are  already  provided  with 
the  standard  amenities. 

Two  applications  for  standard  grant  were  approved,  in  both  cases 
for  the  provision  of  all  amenities.  No  applications  for  discretionary 
grant  were  received. 


-  14  - 


15.  FOOD 


(a)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955.  All  food’  establishments  were 
inspected  at  least  once  during  the  year  and  in  one  instance  most  un¬ 
satisfactory  conditions  we re  reported  to  the  Council  who  allowed  the 
occupier  a  period  of  three  months  in  which  to  carry  out  improvements  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  Regulations.  These  improvements  were  being  ex¬ 
ecuted  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  four  cases  shop  keepers  were  required 
to  display  notices  relating  to  hand  washing. 

(b)  Unsound  Food.  Contamination  of  a  loaf  of  bread  by  what  appeared 
to  be  rodent  droppings  was  brought  to  my  notice  but  investigations  showed 
this  to  be  congealed  edible  oil.  The  bread  had  been  baked  outside  the 
district  and  the  officers  of  the  authority  concerned  carried  out  a  full 
investigation.  The  firm  producing  the  loaf  were  in  the  process  of  re¬ 
moving  to  new  premises  and  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  some  laxity 

in  machine  maintenance. 

Food  surrendered  voluntarily  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  con¬ 
sisted  of:- 

3  -  4  lb.  tins  of  chopped  pork. 

1  -  21b.  tin  of  ham. 

1  -  41b.  tin  of  cornbeef. 

All  tins  being  blown. 

( c)  Milk 

(1)  Number  of  Registered  Distributors  5 

(2)  Number  of  Registered  dairy  premises  (excluding  farms).  5 

The  sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  County  Council, 
(a)  ic  ecream 

(1 )  Number  of  premises  registered  for  retailing  ..........  18 

(2) )  Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  ........  Nil 

No  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  all  cases 

supplies  are  obtained  from  well  known  manufacturers  either  wrapped  or  in 
cartons . 

(e)  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  There  are  none  in  operation  in  the  District. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  h y  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

No.  of 

written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ?2 ,3 ?4  & 

6  are  to  be  enforced 

3t  by  Local  Authorities 

22 

12 

- 

- 

(2)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

20 

19 

- 

- 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 
x  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

~ 

— 

- 

Total 

42 

31 

— 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  -  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961  continued 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 


Section  110 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature 

of 

work 

No.  of 
outwork¬ 
ers  in 
August 
list 

reqd.  by 
Sec. 

no  (1) 

(c) 

No .  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send¬ 
ing  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosec¬ 
utions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instan¬ 
ces  of 
work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some  prem¬ 
ises 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing 
Apparel s 
Making 
etc. 

16 

— 

- 

I 

— 

— 

Clean¬ 
ing  & 
washing 

— 

_ - _ 1 

17.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1986 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year.. 

18.  KNACKERS  YARDS 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


Dr.  Deryck  E.Clare,  M.B.  ,  B.S.,  D.P.H. ,  M.R.S.H. 
(Medical  Officer  of  Health) 

W.L. Barnsley ,  M.I.Mun.E. ,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Senior  Public  Health  Inspector) 
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